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Directions of Figurative Attribution Between Al-
Zamakhshari and Al-Taftazani

Talal bin Abdullah bin Owaid Al-Juhani

Department of Rhetoric and Criticism, Faculty of Arabic
Language, Islamic University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Abstract:

This study aims to elucidate the directions of figurative
attribution (majaz ‘aqli) between Al-Zamakhshari and Al-
Taftazani, examining Al-Taftazani’s critiques of Al-Zamakhshari
and his responses to the latter’s rhetorical interpretations of
figurative attribution in the Qur’an. The research highlights how
the Mu'tazilites deny the validity of attributing certain actions to
Allah, seeking to absolve Him of creating evil and corruption.
Al-Taftazani  systematically  rebutted  Al-Zamakhshari’s
interpretations, analyzed them, and formulated a significant
principle in this domain: the default in attribution is literalness

unless there is compelling evidence to deviate from this default.

The study also investigates whether the action in figurative
attribution must have an agent or an object to which the
attribution would be considered literal. Furthermore, it clarifies
Al-Taftazani’s distinction between negating the attribution of an
action and attributing the negation of an action. Additionally, the
research explores some relationships and rhetorical directions of
figurative attribution as interpreted by Al-Zamakhshari and Al-

Taftazani.

Keywords: Figurative Attribution, Al-Zamakhshari, Al-
Taftazani
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