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The Hanafi School’s Position on the Recitation of Al-Fatiha in
Prayer and the Recitation of the Congregant Behind the Imam
A Comparative Jurisprudential Study

Hany Sayyed Tammam Sallam

Department of Islamic Law, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic
Studies for Men, Al-Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt
Email: hanysalam.4@azhar.edu.cg

Abstract:

This research explores the Hanafi school’s position on the
recitation of Al-Fatiha during prayer, asserting that it is not an
essential pillar (rukn) but a required act (wajib). According to
Hanafis, intentionally omitting Al-Fatiha does not invalidate the
prayer, but it incurs sin and necessitates compensatory
prostration (sujood al-sahw). If forgotten, no sin is incurred, and
the omission is rectified with prostration of forgetfulness. This
view contrasts with the majority of jurists, including the Malikis,
Shafi’is, and Hanbalis, who consider Al-Fatiha an essential pillar,
rendering the prayer invalid if omitted. The research highlights
that the Hanafi view seeks to protect the sanctity of Al-Fatiha
while maintaining that it does not undermine the validity of
prayer if unintentionally omitted.

The study also examines the requirement for congregational
recitation. Hanafis maintain that the congregant is not obligated
to recite Al-Fatiha behind the imam, as the imam’s recitation
suffices. This position aligns with the views of the Malikis and
Hanbalis, who do not mandate recitation in audible prayers but
recommend it in silent ones. Conversely, the Shafi’is mandate
recitation in both audible and silent prayers.

The research emphasizes the precision of the Hanafi
methodology in deriving legal rulings from evidentiary sources,
ensuring adherence to Prophetic traditions and their contextual
interpretation. The study is not meant to discredit the opinions of
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other jurists, as these are also based on robust evidence, but
rather to present the Hanafi perspective and methodology,
demonstrating its soundness in Islamic law.

Key recommendations include fostering respect for scholarly
differences and a deep study of the jurisprudence of Imam Abu
Hanifa, along with other imams, to counter accusations of
neglecting Prophetic traditions. The research underscores the
importance of recognizing the efforts of these scholars in
preserving and adhering to the Sunnah.

Keywords: Recitation, Al-Fatiha, Pillar, Requirement, Imam,
Congregant.
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