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The Hadith of Sectarian Division (Hadith al-Iftiraq)
Among Sunnis, Shi‘'a, and Modernists: A Comparative
Study

By: Abdel-Tawab Mohammed Mohammed Ahmed Othman
Department of Fundamentals of Religion, Faculty of Islamic
and Arabic Studies for Boys, Al-Azhar University, Cairo
Email: abdeltawabothman.4@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This study seeks to clarify the stance of three key
groups—Ahl al-Sunnah (Sunnis), the Shi'a, and
Modernists—each of which represents a distinct
methodology and approach, on the Hadith of Sectarian
Division(Hadith al-Iftiraq). The research explores the
authenticity of the hadith, the manner in which each group
engages with it, and their interpretation of its terminology,
specifically concerning the meaning of “division”, the
identity of the "Ummah" referred to in the hadith, the
significance of the numerical figure mentioned, the
meaning of the "saved sect" (al-Firga al-Najiya), and
whether all dissenters from this group are destined for Hell.
The study also examines how each group's stance on the
hadith influences their interaction with opposing views. The
research concludes that Ahl al-Sunnah's approach to the
hadith is the most balanced and just, emphasizing
tolerance and avoiding takfir (excommunication of
dissenters).

Keywords: Sectarian Division (Al-Iftirag), Sunnis, Shi'a,
Modernists, Comparative Study.
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