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Al-Khatib al-Shirbini Approach in Interpreting Verses of Resemblance

Illusion

(Applied Models)

Mohamed Ibrahim Abdel Halim Mohamed
Department of Interpretation and Quranic Sciences, Division of
Fundamentals of Religion, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies, Girls’
Branch, Beni Suef, Al-Azhar University.
E-mail: mimohamed@iau.edu.sa

Abstract

This research aims to indicate that interpreting verses of resemblance
illusion in a way appropriate for Allah Almighty Majesty is one of the two
schools of thought of Sunnis, which is the school of thought of the majority
of Quran interpreters and Al Azhar Al Sharif, introduce Al-Khatib al-
Shirbini approach in interpreting verses of resemblance illusion, and
indicate Ash‘ari theology in its proper perception to prove that it is not
heresy, but a continuation of the schools of thought of righteous
predecessors. The research applies the inductive, analytical and deductive
approaches to conclude that the topic of verses of resemblance illusion is a
matter of debate to date, which has its historical origins and contemporary
presence. Focusing on superficial meanings of verses of resemblance
illusion is reflected in embodiment and resemblance. Sunnis and the
majority of Quran interpreters consider the necessity to distract verses of
resemblance illusion from their superficial meanings. Al-Khatib al-Shirbini
-may Allah have mercy on him- followed the descendants’ approach in
interpreting verses of resemblance illusion in a way appropriate for Allah
Almighty Majesty, which is the school of thought of the majority of Quran
interpreters. Ash‘arT theology is not heresy, but a continuation of the schools
of thought of righteous predecessors. Al Azhar Al Sharif is the impenetrable
fortress of the religion over the ages. Al Azhar Scholars followed the
approach of the Nation’s Scholars of the Followers of Al-Sunna and Al-
Gamaa regarding clarification of predecessors’ ideologies and thoughts,
corroborated by reasonable and traditionally transmitted evidence, throwing
suspicion off those ideologies in a manner appropriate for the contemporary
era and its challenges. Hence, the attempt to impose a single opinion on all
people is a risk leading to the nation’s dismemberment.

Keywords:  Approach, Verses, Resemblance, Interpretation,
Empowerment, Embodied, Resembled.
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